MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS
Persians, and Dagobert sent him an embassy to congratulate him
on his victory.1 Gregory the Great acted as intermediary between
the Emperor and the Catholic Visigoths.2 Ebroin (d. 680-683)
allowed Anglo-Saxon pilgrims to pass through Gaul, once he was
convinced that they were not a kgatio imperatorum contra regnum?
All those persons who were concerned with political or ecclesias-
tical intrigues4 converged upon Constantinople, as a great inter-
national and intellectual centre.6
In short, despite its losses, the Empire was still the only world-
power,6 and Constantinople was the greatest of civilized cities.
The foreign policy of the Empire embraced all the peoples of
Europe, and completely dominated the policy of the Germanic
State. Until the 8th century7 the only positive element in history
was the influence of the Empire. And it is an undeniable fact that
this Empire had become Oriental.
The process of orientalization, which had manifested itself
without interruption since die reign of Diocletian, was becoming
more and more accentuated. It was evident also in the Church,
where it gave rise to dangerous dissensions.
Yet we must not exaggerate. Apart from momentary ruptures,
Rome remained the capital of the Church, and as soon as the
Emperors ceased to support the Eastern heresy the Popes returned
to their old loyalty.
From Constantinople, Byzantinism gradually made its way west-
ward, for the West had nothing to oppose to it. Its fashions and
its art were spread throughout the West by means of navigation.
It obtained a foothold in Rome, where there was a host of Greek
monks, and everywhere in Southern Italy. Its influence was per-
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* It seems that intending physicians went to Constantinople to study
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